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1  MOBILE, ALABAMA:

2   We had asked them to change the format of

3 this because this kind of format is not conducive to

4 good conversation with the public.  This helps to

5 control the conversation.

6   In February they had a town hall meeting.

7 That was very good.  That will allow the Corps to

8 make their presentations and for the public to make

9 comment.

10   And, in my opinion, we tried to get them

11 to change the format once this was announced, and

12 they would not.  So it's very frustrating.  A lot of

13 people wrote letters to Colonel Joly to specifically

14 ask if they would change the format to a town hall.

15 I have no problems with that.

16   Until the town hall meeting, we were not

17 advised that the SIBUA -- only 50 percent of it is

18 left.  So that sand never got into the littoral

19 drift system to nourish the shorelines of Dauphin

20 Island.

21   In fact, to go back to 1998, they had

22 somewhere in the neighborhood of probably 9 million

23 to 14 million cubic yards of sand in the littoral
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1 crabbing in Mobile Bay -- fishing -- I mean, we have

2 seen the bay go down.  When I was nine years old on

3 a boat when my Papa was dredging ship channels, we

4 never saw things like we're seeing today and what we

5 have seen go away.

6   We are catching snapper at the coal docks,

7 helping people -- both recreational and commercial

8 fishermen -- where, when I was a boy, that was

9 unheard of.  The habitat has changed so much by that

10 saltwater wedge that is coming up the bay.  Now,

11 we're talking good science.  It's not false science.

12   Things that we're hearing at this thing,

13 you see so much false science about no impact.

14 Tomorrow will be the anniversary of Frederic, the

15 hurricane.  Today was the anniversary of 9/11.

16   Now after Frederic, we oystered and was

17 and there was nothing left on Cedar Point Reef

18 because of the wave action and the terrible silting

19 up.  But there was oysters all the way down on the

20 west side of the bay.  When the channel was

21 originally dug, all of that shell and reef they went

22 through, piled it on the west side.  The reef was in

23 the bay already, or we wouldn't have got shell when



U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, MOBILE DISTRICT

MOBILE HARBOR IMPROVEMENT - PUBLIC COMMENTS

Page 6

1 we dug the channel.

2   In other words, nature put them there.

3 And as they moved them over, they just got more

4 oysters on West Bay.  This is the only place in

5 about 70 -- anywhere from 60 to 80 commercial

6 oystermen was able to work.  Me, so many others --

7 my brother-in-law, his two brothers.  Everybody had

8 that spot to work.  We worked out of east Fowl

9 River.  Can't work there.  Right after that year,

10 the year after, they started opening the water

11 disbursement of channel mud, sand, silt.  Killed

12 miles of oysters and covered them up.  Parts of even

13 White House was covered up.

14   All right.  We knew the damage that was

15 done by the silt.  The silt moved -- the silt being

16 with the tide and stuff.  And it was the same thing

17 when Radcliff was allowed -- the silt moved down

18 the bay, and the tide and the winds carried it for

19 miles.  We started seeing reefs covered up.  The

20 ships coming down the bay carrying massive weights,

21 almost like small tsunamis.  Even the inshore reefs,

22 we started seeing them coming up -- covered up.

23  When the Corps permitted the pipeline to
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1 come on Alabama Port Beach, we noticed it.  We

2 called the conservation.  The siltation covered up

3 anywhere from 75 to 85 percent of King's Bayou and

4 other small reefs around there.  They didn't

5 properly put the spoil to where the spoil needed to

6 go.

7   The Corps that permitted them -- I called

8 up and said, "We have a problem with this corridor

9 coming on" -- I said, "You're covering up the reefs.

10 Y'all are letting them cover up the reefs."

11   The fellow on the phone told me -- said,

12 "You need to get a real job."

13   "Well, I just took it over from my grandpa

14 and dad and his grandpa.  Been there for a lot of

15 years."  In fact, the reefs they dug up and in other

16 areas they covered up, they were probably here when

17 the Indians got here.  It was the law of nature.

18   The oysters up the bay, when they built

19 Brookley Field, they dug big holes.  They pumped

20 them out to help make the airport.  Well, just

21 recently, just a few years ago, they allowed them to

22 fill the holes up.

23  Well, in that process, I had a number of
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1 fishermen called me and said -- let's see.  It was

2   

3   And all of them was

4 hollering, "We're finding dead oysters in our nets

5 where they was alive."

6   So the spoil they put in the holes, they

7 call it epoxy in the hole.  But that hole is the

8 area the fish got in the freezing cold weather.  If

9 they didn't get in the hole, they died; they froze

10 to death.  So they're saying that the fish was being

11 smothered by lack of oxygen.

12   And guess what a fish and a crab has on

13 his back end?  He's got something they call fins and

14 tail.  When they see low D.O. -- dissolved oxygen or

15 hypoxia -- they swim out of it.  The oyster can't

16 move.  The clam can't move.  How do you say --

17 that's elementary.

18   The elementary thing is when you don't

19 recognize what spoil does and high humidity does to

20 a living reef.  It smothers it to death.  And any

21 fish or any spat cannot set on shell because of

22 silt.  Good biology or good science will not put in

23 the document that they put out there saying there
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1   And that being, you killed the reef, you

2 eliminated -- I mean, you created a massive problem:

3 merge are multiplying by the thousands every year;

4 therefore, the poop is multiplying by the thousand

5 pounds or millions of pounds over the last four or

6 five years.

7   What do we do when we shallow the bay up?

8 We put stuff in the bay -- when you have MAWSS --

9 Mobile Area Water Sewer System -- that effluent that

10 is coming out of that pipeline mixed with the silty

11 turbidity -- and saltwater is heavier than

12 freshwater.  If you shallow it up, you don't have

13 the proper dilution.  For every gallon of effluent

14 it takes 1,000 gallons of water mixed with that --

15 what they call "dilution is the solution."

16   What happens, when you fill the bay up,

17 massive amounts -- thousands upon thousands, even

18 millions of cubic yards of silt.  It makes things

19 like it created on the west side -- dumps.  When you

20 say you're going to fill the old holes up, I'm going

21 to tell you, you're creating more what you call

22 stratification of water, water layering, because

23 you're having less dilution.  And most of the water
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1 now is being pushed out of the channel by the dump

2 that is already there.  And it's going to be greater

3 now by the elevated sides on the west side and the

4 east side.  Because they got plans -- both the west

5 side -- to put dumps and elevate these dumps.

6   You will never have an oyster reef.

7 Never.  Why?  You're killing the bottom.  You're

8 killing the resources.  A living reef and the

9 biomass it puts out, all of the shrimp and crabs and

10 all of the things -- that oxygen -- the water

11 filtration, it ceases to happen.  The flat silty,

12 muddy bottom does not create oxygen.

13   These living creatures and bivalves -- the

14 clams, the oysters -- is habitat for critical,

15 critical seafood.  You say it's not too critical for

16 me; I don't eat oysters.  Not too critical for me; I

17 don't eat crab.  But I tell you, I paid for my son

18 with crabs.  And my occupation, I think -- not only

19 mine -- the seafood I catch, you get to eat when you

20 go to the restaurant:  The fish, the shrimp -- the

21 tons of stuff that God blessed us with -- the

22 estuaries, the estuarine waters, the fresh coming

23 out and into the bay, that habitat is conducive to
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1 having great reefs.

2  How come we seen them go away?  How come?

3   You say, we've done that already.  Well,

4 fishing on Cedar Point or oystering on Cedar Point,

5 and the gullies, Big Gully, coming on in -- first

6 you got Peter Gully, Big Gully, Dutch Gully, and

7 then you got Pass In Sweet.  On the other side, you

8 have got -- the on the other side of Big Gully,

9 you've got Grant's Pass.  This is -- historically

10 Fort Powell used to be in that area.

11  But on the other side, you have Redfish

12 Gully.  Then you had Muscle Gully.  This is where

13 what they used to call Peavey Island is on.  And

14 then from there down, you had the sand reef.

15   All of the different ships and stuff

16 coming down that channel, throwing mountain seas --

17 I mean mountain seas -- you would holler at your

18 fellow oystermen, "You get down in the boat," and

19 they would turn around and see 4- to 6-foot waves

20 coming at you.  Ships going down the channel 17, 16

21 knots, throwing at sea.

22   Have you ever seen -- you go in a bayou,

23 and they will have signs "No Wake Area"?  They
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1 didn't put that on oyster reefs or the ship channel.

2  So what happened?

3   All of them tons and tons of water --

4 remember, each gallon of water weighs 8 pounds.

5 When you have 6- to 8-foot waves coming at you, what

6 about all of that seafood that is along the coast?

7 All of the little juvenile crabs and all of the

8 shrimp?

9   If you're sighting oysters along that

10 beach there at Patty's Shoals and down that beach

11 and towards the cutoff, you don't sight there no

12 more.  Because here comes a wave at you that will

13 throw you up in rocks if you're not careful now.  It

14 used to be they would throw you up in the grass.

15   But what happens?  All of the little

16 creatures that are along that coast, he gets throwed

17 up on dry land or up in the rocks.  Some of them

18 don't live through that.  Why?  Can't get back over;

19 until the next ship comes by, and he's dead by then.

20   But you say it's funny.  It ain't funny if

21 you're trying to make a living.  And if you want to

22 buy a flounder from a fellow that is down that beach

23 trying to catch you a flounder, you don't get to go
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1 to the store.  That flounder that once was a dollar

2 a pound is now so few that they're $5 a pound and

3 you had to buy him out of China somewhere or

4 Louisiana.

5   Now, what I once received from my heritage

6 from my papa was a reef that I could feed my family

7 on.  It was like manna.  I know you know what "manna"

8 is.  I could go out and get my limit, come back

9 home, get a good day's work.  And I was kind of

10 proud of that.

11   My son, he didn't really particularly care

12 to oyster.  But I taught him how to work; so did my

13 grandfather and my father.  Can't do that now.

14 Reefs are closed.  What reefs are left -- very few

15 reefs are left.  Siltation has got worse.  Sometimes

16 you never see any clear water.  Why?  Why is that?

17   You say, well, turbidity causes nobody

18 soft-shelling along the beach, nobody floundering at

19 night along the beach.  You can't see the bottom.

20 Why?  Here comes another ship or crew boat that is

21 115 foot long.  There you go.  Losing hours and what

22 you call critical fishing time.

23  But the sad part about it is when you come
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1 and see the Corps and they told you over the phone

2 "I need to get a job."

3   Well, I hope and pray, if he eats seafood,

4 he don't have to eat them Korean oysters or from

5 China or some other place that don't have an EPA or

6 Clean Water Act.

7   Guess what statutory law 2222-1 -- well,

8 number two says, "This defines what pollutes our

9 water."  Guess what's the number one thing on the

10 statutory law that I just quoted you:  Dredge spoil.

11 Why?  Dredge spoil can kill a reef for generations.

12 Forever.

13   They put 10,000 cubic yards on what they

14 call the Denton Reef not too many years ago.  Do you

15 remember Jeremiah Denton?  There's a reef off of

16 Fowl River named after him.  It's 10,000 yards.

17 Circled with riffraff.  Guess how many oysters were

18 caught on there?  None.

19  I sent my brother out there with a dredge

20 when they opened dredging.  He was always against

21 it.  And he said "Try that right in the middle of

22 what they got" -- and they found no shells.  Only

23 silt and mud.
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1  Who benefited?

2   When you get silt and mud, the fish didn't

3 benefit.  The oysters didn't benefit.  The water

4 wasn't helped to be cleared.  The oysters filter

5 feed roughly 50 gallons of water a day.  All of that

6 is dead.  Ships are going to get bigger and get

7 faster.

8   Just two weeks ago, I talked to

9  He shrimps in the channel.  His Buddy,

10 CAPTAIN SID -- that's the name of the boat --

11 - is dredging in the channel.  Here come a

12 container ship.

13   He called him up and said, "Captain, would

14 you slow her down a little bit?"

15   He said -- this what the container ship

16 captain said:  "I'm not going but 13 knots."

17   13 knots with a giant ship with a big

18 bubble on the bow raising the water up?  Tearing the

19 beaches up?  Washing the grass beds up?  Flipping

20 over any oysters that might be growing?  Smothering

21 it to death?

22   Now, you tell me somebody can tell you

23 there's no -- and they did.  They told us in the
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1 last meeting.  The Corps said, by their scientists,

2 there will be no impact.  Either my eyes are lying,

3 or somebody has been bought off.  Thirty pieces of

4 silver is not worth generations of good habitat, if

5 you know what I mean.

6   My grandchildren will never see what my

7 grandfather showed me.  Why?  We're killing

8 ourselves by allowing special interests -- I don't

9 care who it is -- if it's Radcliff, Mobil Oil, or

10 Standard, or whoever -- does not have the right to

11 destroy where we navigated all of our lives and

12 can't navigate now.

13   And to start our commerce that we brought

14 to Bayou La Batre -- Coden -- Alabama Port, Heron

15 Bay -- that was commerce where we had at one time 54

16 oyster shops.  And most of them handled Alabama

17 oysters.

18   Guess what?  We had roughly -- at the most

19 this year in Heron Bay, it only stayed open one

20 week.  There was only 29 sacks caught from the

21 vessels that went out -- 29.

22   Now, the last day, there was four boats

23 went out.  From hundreds -- I mean, 3-, 400 back in
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1 the '60s -- to 4 and finding nothing?  Well, I

2 sure hope something changes.

3   I don't want to stop the ships from

4 running the channel.  I don't want to stop anybody

5 from a job.  But I don't think their rights -- the

6 property that is in this bay -- which is the

7 bottoms.

8   Law 9-12-20 says all of the river bottoms

9 and all of the bay bottoms are the property of the

10 state to be held in trust for the people of the

11 state.

12   Do you know what a judge said with Sanders

13 vs. the State of Alabama?

14   Sanders was told, "You are a business and

15 a trade, commercial fishermen."  And, therefore, in

16 a precedent case, the U.S. Supreme Court, Traux --

17 T-R-A-U-X -- versus Corrigan -- a business is

18 considered property.  And law 9-12-20, all of the

19 seafoods are considered property.

20  Now, if the bottom is property and the

21 seafood within the water is property, and that

22 property belongs to the people of the state --

23 because it also states that on page 290 of the
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1 Alabama -- Title 9 of the Alabama Code, 1976.

2   Now, if the judge said that your business

3 or trade -- and guess what?  In law 9-12-125, the

4 only persons that can sell seafood in this state is

5 licensed commercial fishermen.

6   You say, "Whoa.  Wait a minute.  All of

7 the seafood shops has to buy them from the fellow

8 that gets out there and catches them."  If there's

9 none to catch, there's not to put on the market.

10   Even the recreational fishermen -- There's

11 no redfish because there's no reefs; there's no

12 speckled trout because grass beds have been

13 destroyed -- then the law of nature has been impeded

14 from doing what it's always done.  So is that

15 lateral movement of the sand coming from east to

16 west.

17   We saw -- because I shrimp in Pelican

18 Bay -- years ago, even when Pelican Bay was

19 opened -- and they actually had a fishing pier on

20 Dauphin Island.  The fishing pier is still there,

21 but it's filled with dirt under it called sand.  And

22 it goes out west.  It's been starved for a good

23 sand.
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1   Twenty million cubic yards are put in the

2 offshore disposal area, never to meet back, to feed

3 Dauphin Island.

4   Back when I was shrimping, that cut was

5 open.  And the sand and everything else -- when that

6 tide was falling to the west, it fed Dauphin Island

7 with healthy, good, beach-quality sand.

8   When you stopped that littoral movement

9 and haul it offshore and take it out of the natural

10 habitat that nature made -- the law of nature -- the

11 tide rises and falls east to west.  When you impede

12 that, you destroy our only barrier island that is

13 crucial for seafood and the city of Bayou La Batre

14 and the estuaries of Grand Bay.

15   And not only that, we used to fish down

16 there off of Grand Batture and shrimp.  Nothing from

17 Petit Bois across is still there.  It's miles of

18 open water.  Now we fill the gulf in Grand Bay.  We

19 fill the gulf right there at the mouth of Bayou La

20 Batre.  What do you mean?  Giant swells that you

21 fill from the gulf -- never filled that 30 years

22 ago, 40 years ago.

23  What's happening?  You starve something
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1 like sand movement; you see the barrier islands go

2 away; you see elevated levels of selenium coming

3 straight in from the gulf.  You impede the feeding

4 of the bay, Bayou La Batre bayou, Little River, and

5 all of the other little -- Henderson Bayou -- all of

6 the other little bayous that comes in these bays --

7 Fowl River, West Fowl River, Coden Bayou, all of the

8 little bayous that feed the freshwater into our bays

9 that make the estuarine system suitable.

10  Now, Dauphin Island is important to me.  I

11 don't want to go lay on the beach.  Don't get me

12 wrong.  But I want that beach to stop at 40 plus

13 part per thousand, 35 parts per thousand of gulf

14 water that's impeding the oyster reefs by Falk's

15 oyster drills.

16   The habitat is suitable now for predators

17 that used to stay out because of the freshwater.

18 But now the dilution effect of the gulf has made the

19 gulf in the bay.  I don't think that if we keep

20 letting Alabama lose its barrier island, and not

21 extend it back like it used to be, it's going to get

22 any better.

23  The Corps of Engineers can help.  So far,
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1 projects like this, when they say no mitigation

2 necessary, no habitat restoration -- let me tell

3 you.  We call it mitigation, don't we?  Guess what

4 the Old Testament called it?  If you destroyed

5 somebody's property, they said "restitution."

6   If you give somebody a permit to destroy

7 it, it's almost buying a gun and handing it to him

8 and saying, "Look.  I didn't do it.  I just give him

9 the permit."   There's a small line between killing

10 somebody and murdering somebody.

11  "What do you mean?"

12   If you murder somebody, you planned it.

13 Guess what is going on today.  A plan to murder

14 Mobile Bay.

15  How do I know?  I seen it happen time and

16 time again.  Whether it's Kings Bayou Reef or

17 whether it's the White House Reef or where it's the

18 reefs up the bay -- I have seen them destroyed by

19 silt, covered up.

20   And for them to get in here and put it in

21 writing where "There's no wave action.  Only

22 0.7 feet" -- Lord, help them.  Because it ain't good

23 to lie to somebody.  At least I don't think it is.
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1 And my business is just supporting -- Bayou La

2 Batre's commerce is just supporting Mobile.  Why?

3   When you go to Destin or any other place

4 in Baldwin County, and they say, "Where are y'all

5 getting your seafood?"  They say, "From Bayou La

6 Batre."  Why?  Why Bayou La Batre?  It's the seafood

7 capital of Alabama.

8   And old stinking fishermen like me have to

9 go out there and catch it for y'all.  I love to do

10 it.  I'd love for everybody to do it.  Recreational

11 and commercial.  It don't belong to one group.  It

12 belongs to everybody in the state and in the

13 country.  Why?

14   Well, it ain't the king's deer or fish.

15 It's the people's.  We only are the ones that get

16 out from and catch it so you can set around and good

17 table like and enjoy it.  And if you let somebody

18 destroy it, we're the losers.  You are the loser.

19   And these congressmen say, "Whoopie, look

20 what we're going to get done."  Well, let me tell

21 you.  Congress can make some laws, and they have.

22 But every one of them stand up there and say, "I

23 swear to uphold the Constitution of the United
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1 States," or "Wait a minute.  I don't swear.  I

2 affirm."  Okay.

3   Alabama Constitution 279, "I swear to

4 uphold the Constitution of the United States and the

5 Constitution of Alabama.  The rights of men, Alabama

6 Constitution -- I like it better for one reason.

7 Just a few things in there is great.  Why?

8   Article 1, Section 1 says, "The rights of

9 men" -- it says, "We are endowed by our Creator to

10 have certain inalienable rights; that among these

11 rights, are life, liberty, and the enjoyment of

12 life."

13   What about the federal Constitution?  It

14 says basically the same thing in a way.  But if the

15 5th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution says you're

16 entitled to life, liberty, and property.

17   Now property being seafood, it doesn't

18 have to be just land, even though Jeff is losing

19 land all the time on Dauphin Island.  But he ain't

20 the only one losing it.  That Alabama Constitution

21 said, "Any laws that are made in 282 of that Alabama

22 -- it must shows effect to the U.S. and the Alabama

23 Constitution."
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1   So these people are saying they have got

2 the right to come in there and put false science --

3 my goodness -- Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Management

4 Act -- do you know what it says in part 2?

5   Part two -- and that's Title 301, Title 3

6 and 301, now, and it states on the 10 national --

7 number two, it says "you must use the best science."

8 The science I see here is flawed.  It's so -- I'm

9 going to tell you.  I would be ashamed to say I was

10 a scientist and say there's no damage to deepening

11 and widening the channel.  I would be ashamed to

12 come in here and tell somebody -- look them straight

13 in the eye and say, "There will be nothing wrong

14 with the wake of 0.7 feet," when we seen as high as

15 8-, 7-, 6-, 4-foot waves, according to what size

16 ship you want to see and roll you up on the beach

17 and then say there's no wake over 7 foot.

18   They way they monitored it, I don't blame

19 it.  You have Gaillard Island that said "We put

20 5/10th of -- north of Gaillard Island.  Completely

21 covered from any ship wake,  most of it by Gaillard

22 Island and the dumps that goes northward on the west

23 side.  Somebody's science is flawed.  Observation
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1 tells me it's wrong.

2   There's two major things that you always

3 want to look for.  The law of nature and the law of

4 revelation, if you're a scientist.

5   First of all, the water runs downhill from

6 the river.  It runs out.  The law of revelation --

7 one time said -- this is a biologist.

8 He said,  we can't find no oysters up the

9 bay."

10  I said,  are you trying on the

11 bottom?"

12   He said, "Yes."  He said, "Our graduate

13 students can't find no oysters."  He said, "We want

14 to sample them to check and see if there are any

15 heavy metals."

16   So I said, "Come get on the boat with me."

17 I said, "I ain't going to show you all the reefs.

18 I'm just going to show you five of them."

19  And he said, "Everywhere you go, there's

20 oysters."

21   And I said, "Everything I own, I had to

22 pay for this bay.  I had to know where fish was,

23 where the oysters was, and where the crab was."
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1 Population gets real thick around a living reef --

2 population of fish, crabs, and especially oysters.

3   got to see oysters where

4 they was.  I didn't put them there.  The Corps sure

5 didn't.  The law of nature put them there.  And he

6 put them there for everybody.

7   And "The profit of the earth" -- Solomon

8 said this in Ecclesiastes 5:9 -- "it belongs to all.

9 Even the king has to eat from his peers."  Think

10 about that.

11   You own them as much as everybody.  So

12 your brother that gets up there and says "And we put

13 in a proposal on that first-time container ship --

14 this little association right here, Organized

15 Seafood Association, put in a proposal when that

16 first container dock was built for mitigation of

17 covering up oysters in open Mobile Bay.

18   Guess what?  Alabama State Docks said no.

19 No way.  So now we're going to get a big change.

20 Because what I say and what all of my fellow

21 fishermen say -- some of them's got so apathetic

22 about coming to these meetings because they see the

23 scientists come up with their own idea of who is
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1 going to impact what.  And if they come to the point

2 like they have come to, "We are worth more than

3 y'all."

4   In America, in the 14th Amendment of the

5 U.S. Constitution, they said every citizen that is

6 born here naturally is entitled to life, liberty,

7 and property.  But in the last part of that, it

8 says, "You're entitled to equal protection of the

9 law."

10   Think about this.  Equal protection of the

11 law should be for me, should be for the Alabama

12 State Docks.  When Mr. Jimmy Lyons has said no to

13 that proposal the first time, because we handed it

14 to him, being the head -- you want to hand something

15 to the people that are supposed to have power, don't

16 go to the servant.  Go to the king that's handing

17 the bills.

18   And he thought, "No damage."  But yet you

19 hear the fishermen saying different.  And they knew

20 it, because we've had meetings with them at the

21 Lighthouse Restaurant.  All the fishermen got there

22 across the bay, crabbers, telling them the damage

23 that they have seen.
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1   I ain't got money to buy a scientist off.

2 I have seen it happen.  The State Docks does.  The

3 Corps of Engineers does.  If you can put out data --

4 and we fight what observation and true facts are

5 just by men saying, "No damage is going to be done,"

6 and yet there's damage done.

7   I strongly suspect they're going to --

8 without any change of plans, you will see Mobile Bay

9 worth almost nothing living up the bay.  You will

10 see people over there in Fairhope saying, "How come

11 I can't go swimming?"  There's had a problem with

12 the fecal in the water and a problem with D.O.,

13 dissolved oxygen.   We've seen it happen time and

14 time again.  So there's reasons for it.

15   If you fill the bay up on both sides, you

16 make a channel, you lose all of your freshwater

17 coming out on top.  And then you let a salt wedge

18 come through the bottom into the delta, changing

19 fish habitat, letting predators like oysters drills

20 eat up the costs, the clams.  Everything that we

21 used to never see up the bay, we now see just on

22 already changed habitat.

23  But you go down as deep as they want to
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1 go, you might be catching swordfish and marlin out

2 there.  I'm just joking.  But they are already

3 catching red snapper.  Some of my friends, both

4 recreation and commercial, have seen it.

5   Forty-five years ago, thirty years ago, it

6 was not happening.  Them fish have habitat --

7 especially salt water.  The other fish that we have

8 come in here need freshwater.  They like to have an

9 estuarine area -- not a gulf.

10   So, buddy, if it's any seafood left out

11 there in the future, wild caught is the best.  Why?

12 It's iron and omega 3.  Some of our shrimp, like our

13 brown shrimp and our -- especially our hoppers --

14 what we call pink shrimp in Florida -- it's still

15 good for you.  Fish, it's good for you.  It helps

16 clean your veins out.

17   I had a fellow say, "Well, I don't eat

18 menhaden."   I said, "Are you on a" --  I was

19 talking to NOAA at the national marine fish venue

20 we had.  And I looked at the fellow.  He was kind of

21 like me, kind of stout.

22  And I said, "Do you take omega-3?"

23  "Yeah.  My doctor has got me on omega-3."
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1   And I said, "Guess where that omega-3

2 comes from?"  I said, "That's fish oil."  I said I

3 usually get it fresh out of the bay.  But I said,

4 "You would be surprised how many pogies -- menhaden.

5 They use that oil for perfume, for omega-3 oil, when

6 they process it, that you might take it so that your

7 veins are cleaned for good cholesterol.  So don't

8 say you're not eating pogies, because you might eat

9 some of his" --

10   Well, we could go on a little further

11 along.  But that Magnuson-Stevens Act, that part 5

12 of the Magnuson Steven Act says "The value of the

13 fish does not determine who gets it;" or anything

14 like snapper, only the recreational fishermen can

15 catch it.

16   What happens is, when we let somebody have

17 a monopoly -- I don't care if it's AT&T or State

18 Docks on navigation -- we should never let somebody

19 totally have the right to navigate our bays or to

20 destroy our bays and to impact our little towns and

21 our little cities because this city is bigger.

22   A lot of little towns produce some good

23 people and good jobs.  We're important too.  We may
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1 not drive a Mercedes or one of them expensive cars,

2 but a Ford truck will haul oysters and a Chevrolet

3 truck will too.  And I have hauled a lot of oysters

4 to shop.  Maybe you've gotten to eat some.  Maybe

5 Jimmy got to eat some.  But it was fun for me to get

6 up and go out there and work and catch them.  And it

7 was fun to eat them too.

8   So whatever comes of this could be the

9 death of the bay.  And these so-called scientists

10 with their science they call good science -- I don't

11 think so.  You earn a good reputation by doing good

12 science.  Bad science ain't good.  And you can see

13 the results of it.  So is Dauphin Island seen the

14 results it and Bayou La Batre and Coden and Heron

15 Bay and Fowl River.

16   But I want to tell you, Gulf Shores -- not

17 only Gulf Shores but Orange Beach eat a lot of good

18 seafood out of those towns.  And it's from some

19 hard-working people on what nature put out there for

20 them.  Just don't lose all of it.  Let's don't let

21 them lose all of it.

22   Let's be good stewards.  A good steward is

23 somebody that likes to be a good farmer.  And I
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1 think a lot of this was good farmers.  But you can't

2 farm if you haven't got a field.  That's a fact.

 All right.  I done said enough.

4   * * * * *

5  MOBILE, ALABAMA:

6   Okay.  I was here tonight to talk about

7 the vessel wave energy study that the Corps did and

8 the results.  And their study shows that there will

9 be more ships as support grows to 2035.  But the

10 economic executive summary states that, without the

11 project, there will be more ships.  And, in fact, it

12 doesn't matter that with or without the project

13 there are more ships, which means more ships waves,

14 which means more impact to the shoreline.  And I

15 want that to be explained differently in the

16 environmental impact statement to clarify that,

17 either way, with or without the project, there are

18 more ships and more ship waves due to just growth.

19   The other question we had has to do --

20 let's see -- this is my associate's question:  We

21 want an analysis done on the vessels speed reduction

22 program, how speed affects the waves, the

23 relationship.  If there could be some analysis done

3 
Comment 300
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1 all over the bay -- not just north of Gaillard

2 Island -- on the fact of the ship waves to the

3 shoreline, rather than just strictly the north end

4 of the port where the channel is, where the ships

5 are going the slowest, but what about further down?

6 What the is effect of the waves as the ships speed

7 up?  What is the relationship there?

8   And I also was concerned about the -- why

9 the Corps is making their passing lane at the far

10 end, or the south end, of the channel.  Was there

11 ever any study done to show where the most efficient

12 port operation -- the placement of the passing lane

13 or parking lane to maximize the use of the berths of

14 the port.

15   Because, as it appears now with one-way

16 traffic on the larger ships, the ship will leave a

17 berth and have to travel all the way to the south

18 end of the channel before it could meet the ship

19 that is going to replace it in the same berth.  And

20 that is probably a two-hour delay or four-hour

21 delay.  It takes two hours to go down, and then it

22 has to wait two more hours for the next ship to come

23 up to that berth.  Was there ever any consideration
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1 made to put the different port configuration or

2 different channel configuration so that it would

3 maximize the operation of the ports.

4   Okay.  I have one other.  And it's a

5 little bit -- I noticed it in the projects.  We have

6 one project right north of Fowl River on the marshy

7 area that they're intending to put shoreline

8 protection in front of the marsh.  But it doesn't

9 appear that they did any study to show the effect of

10 the ship waves on the marsh.  And the way the

11 shoreline protection is placed, they're facing

12 southeast; whereas, the ship waves come from the

13 northeast; so you're actually diverting ship waves

14 into the marsh.  And I think you may be going to

15 cause a problem by doing that.  You may need to

16 reconsider some of the parameters that you're

17 placing these -- using to place these shoreline

18 protection structures.

19  All right.  Appreciate it.

20  (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 8:00 P.M.)

21  - - -

22

23
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From: Rees, Susan I CIV USARMY CESAM (US)
To: Parson, Larry E CIV CESAM CESAD (US)
Cc: Reynolds, Lekesha W CIV (US); Jacobson, Jennifer L CIV USARMY CESAM (US)
Subject: FW: [Non-DoD Source] EIS (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 12:15:46 PM

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

FYI

-----Original Message-----
From: John Valentine [mailto:jvalentine@disl.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 9:32 AM
To: Rees, Susan I CIV USARMY CESAM (US) <Susan.I.Rees@usace.army mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] EIS

Susan,

There are some errors in this paragraph:

  Within the project area, SAV is found primarily along the northern shorelines of the bay and throughout the
immediate shorelines. These areas are characterized by shoal grass (Halodule wrightii), manatee grass (Cymodocea
manatorum), turtle grass (Thalassia testudinum), and widgeon grass (Ruppia maritime) (USACE, 2009a).

Based on the maps, manatee grass and turtle grass do not occur in the project area. likely the turtlegrass was actually
Valisneria. Not sure about the manatee grass.
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Comment 303



From: Rees, Susan I CIV USARMY CESAM (US)
To: Parson, Larry E CIV CESAM CESAD (US)
Subject: FW: [Non-DoD Source] (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 12:23:50 PM

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

-----Original Message-----
From: John Valentine [mailto:jvalentine@disl.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, August 28, 2018 9:46 AM
To: Rees, Susan I CIV USARMY CESAM (US) <Susan.I.Rees@usace.army mil>
Subject: [Non-DoD Source]

Also note the generic designations for the shrimp have changed, Penaeus is no longer a catch all
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED

Comment 304




